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* Cause is that which is invariably precedes the effect provided the
antecedent thing is not connected with the effect remotely or

indirectly.

Of all the causes that bring about effect, some are common to many
effects they are called as ‘Sadharana Karana’'.

But some causes are peculiar to the particular effect; the cause may
be called as ‘Asadharana Karana’'. However all factors that exist
before Karya cannot be considered as Karana. It should possess
the following 3 characteristics to be called

as Karana.
® |.Purva vritti (Cause should exist prior to effect)

* 2.Niyat (Whenever Karya exists the Karana should exist
invariably)

* 3.Ananyathasiddh (Karya cannot take place without Karana.)



Types of Karana

* According to Nyaya Philosophy, they are
* of 3 types of Karana.3

* |.Samavayi Karana — Intimate

® 2.Asamavayi Karana — Non intimate

* 3.Nimitta Karana — Instrumental
Samavayi Karana — Upadana Karana

(Inherent Material, Intimate Cause): It is that in which the effect
produced is inherent, i.e. so intimately connected or identical with
it, that it cannot be separated from the cause without losing its
own existence.

* Inseparable union with which the effect is produced is called
Samavayi Karana. Nyaya Darshana believes that destruction of
Karya takes place due to destruction of its Upadana Karana.



® Asamavayi Karana — (Non intimate or non inherent
cause): The cause which is inseparably united in the
same object with the effect is called Asamavayi
Karana.

This Asamavayi Karana exists in the same object along
with the Samavayi Karana of its own effect. In Tarka
Sangraha it has been stated that the cause which is
inseparably united with the same object with the
effect or with the cause is Asamavayi Karana. Though
Asamavayi Karana itself is not Samavayi Karana, it is
closely connected with the cause (Karana)



* Nimitta Karana — (Instrumental Cause or Occasional
Cause): The remaining essential causes other than
these two are called ‘Nimitta Karana'.

* Nimmita Karana is different from Samavayi and
Asamavayi Karanas and is the instrumental cause
only. It helps the Samavayi and Asamavayi Karana in
the production (Creation of Karya). After production
of Karya this Karana detach from Karya. Such type of
cause is called Nimitta Karana. Only Samavayi and
Asamavayi Karana are not sufficient, other causes
which are useful indirectly are known as Nimitta
Karana.



Karya (Effect) in Indian Philosophy

According to Nyaya philosophy effect means
anything or event which had no existence before
it’s actually coming into being. By its coming into
being, it brings about to an end to its previous
non being (Pragbhava). The effect is the counter
entity of antecedent negation.

Vaisheshika hold that there is negation of effect
prior to its production so the effect becomes the
counter entity of the antecedent negation.
Antecedent negation is the negation of the effect
before its production.
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